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such as the slaughter of animals in certain districts by suffoca-
tion, do not stir the public conscience.

One of my pressing duties after my arrival was to go over
by car to Gangtok, the capital of Sikkim, and introduce myself
to the Political Officer, Mr. B. J. Gould, who controlled the
issue of passports into Tibet. He had very bad news for us.
A report had arrived concerning an untoward incident on a
different part of the frontier which, it was feared, had annoyed
the Lhasa authorities. In consequence the promise of forward-
ing on our application for a permit to go to Hlobrak could not
be fulfilled. It was a great blow: all our plans were in the
melting-pot. There was, however, nothing to be done now but
to carry on with our immediate programme of climbing in
Sikkim. We spent several days at Gangtok organizing trans-
port. Mr. Gould most kindly offered two of us the hospitality
of the Residency and its lovely garden.

During our stay in Gangtok, H.EL the Maharaja of Sikkim
received us several times and treated us with every possible
consideration; I would like to express to him the grateful
thanks of all our party. I am myself specially indebted to
him; for when a chance remark made him aware of. my
cherished desire to embark on a genuine study at first hand of
the Tibetan doctrines, for their own sake and not out of mere
scientific curiosity, he spoke encouraging words which I have
not forgotten.

By far the most interesting of the sights at Gangtok is the new
temple attached to the palace, which has only recently been
completed by the reigning Maharaja. Both the structure and
the interior decorations and fittings are new. It is significant
that a work has been carried through in this little Himalayan
principality which would nowadays be well nigh impossible in
the capitals of the richest States in the world. Externally the
building is plain, built in two stories like all Sikkim temples.
The nave, well proportioned and resting on pillars with the
usual Tibetan bracketed capitals, is lined with mural paintings
by the best contemporary artists from Tibet. Symbolical
figures, illustrating metaphysical doctrines, scenes from the life
of the Buddha and from local church history, bands and panels
of conventional foliage, have all been executed with precision
and in animated style. The colours are clean and well blended;
the only fault that can be alleged against them is their rather